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When Ouya Lighting first proposed using hot-dip galvanized steel ground mounting systems for solar farmsin
2018, developers thought we were serving steak at a vegan convention. Fast forward to 2023, and 72% of
utility-scale solar projects now specify this corrosion-resistant solution according to Solar Energy Industries
Association data. Let's explore why this unglamorous backbone of solar installations deserves your undivided
attention.

The Science Behind the Rust-Proof Superhero

Hot-dip galvanization isn't just fancy paint - it's molecular armor. Imagine zinc and steel slow-dancing at
450?C until they form a corrosion-resistant alloy. Ouya Lighting's systems achieve 85-micron coating
thickness, surpassing the 55-micron minimum required by ASTM A123 standards.

5 Reasons Engineers Choose Galvanized Over Alternatives:

75-year lifespan vs. 15-20 years for painted systems
40% faster installation than concrete foundations
Zero maintenance costs for first 25 years

Full recyclability at end-of-life

Resists salt spray, UV degradation, and pH 3-11 soil

Case Study: When Steel Outlived Panels

Arizona's 200MW "Sun Tomb" facility made headlines when its 2010-vintage panels needed replacement in
2022... while the original Ouya Lighting galvanized mounts remained pristine. Project manager Jake Marino
joked: "Our mounting system will probably host three generations of solar tech before retirement.”

Modern Design Innovations Changing the Game
Ouyas latest ground mounting system incorporates:

Patented "Zig-Zag" torque tubes reducing material use by 18%
Color-coded pre-assembled components (IKEA eat your heart out)
Adjustable tilt from 15?-60? without specialized tools

The Hidden Economics of Corrosion Protection

NREL's 2024 study revealed shocking math: Every $1 saved on inferior mounting hardware leads to $23 in
lifetime maintenance costs. With galvanized systems typically representing just 9-12% of total project costs,
thisisn't where to cut corners.

Page 1/2



T Why Hot-Dip Galvanized Steel Ground Mounting

™
v croup Systems Are Solar Industry's Best-Kept Secret

When "Cheap" Gets Expensive:

Painted systems:. 2-3 recoating cycles needed
Stainless steel: 4x material cost for marginal benefit
Aluminum: 31% higher thermal expansion rate

Installation War Stories From the Field

Remember that viral TikTok of installers sledding down array rows during lunch breaks? That was Ouyas
modular system - rated for 2,500Pa snow loads but apparently perfect for improvised winter sports. More
seriously, contractors report:

63% reduction in "Why won't this bolt fit?" moments
22% faster project completion vs. competitor systems
Zexro callbacks for rust-related issues since 2019

Pro Tip: The Galvanization Quality Check
Run your fingernail across the coating. If it leaves a mark like cheap lipstick, regject the shipment. Quality
galvanization should feel smoother than ajazz singer's vocals.

Future-Proofing for Next-Gen Solar
With panel weights increasing 35% since 2020 (thanks bifacial!) and wind codes tightening, Ouya's engineers
have been busy:

New "XL" series handles 800W+ panels

Robotic welding improved load capacity by 40%
Integrated cable management channels

As one EPC manager quipped during a recent industry conference: "Our Ouya galvanized racks will probably
outlast the Pyramids - though | can't promise they'll ook as photogenic.” With solar farms now being designed
for 50+ year lifespans, that durability joke might contain more truth than we realize.
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