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The Legacy of SPI & ESI

Back in 2019, Solar Power International (SPI) and Energy Storage International (ESI) stood as twin pillars of
North America’s renewable energy circuit. These events served as critical meeting grounds for innovators
pushing boundaries in photovoltaic technology and grid-scale battery solutions. Imagine walking through
exhibition halls buzzing with prototypes of bifacial solar modules - the hot trend that year - while engineers
debated lithium-ion versus flow battery economics.

2019's Unspoken Challenges

While official attendance figures remain elusive, industry veterans recall 2019 as a transitional year. The solar
sector grappled with Section 201 tariffs, creating what one exhibitor called "a strange mix of anxiety and
optimism.” Storage technologies stole the spotlight as Tesla's Powerwall installations surpassed 100,000 units
- anumber that now seems quaint compared to today's gigawatt-scale projects.

Solar module efficiency breakthroughs exceeding 22%
First commercial demonstrations of Al-driven energy management systems
Debates around " storage-as-transmission” concepts

The RE+ Metamorphosis

Fast forward to 2025, and these legacy events have evolved into the RE+ megashow - think of it as the
renewable energy industry's answer to CES. This consolidation mirrors the sector's own convergence, where
solar arrays now routinely integrate storage and smart inverters. Last year's edition in Anaheim saw 1,350
exhibitors across 60,000 square feet - triple the 2019 footprint.

Lessons from the Transition

The merger taught us that energy systems don't operate in silos. Today's attendees might chuckle remembering
2019's separate storage pavilions, now seamlessly integrated with solar exhibits. Recent innovations like
perovskite tandem cells and zinc-air batteries would've seemed like science fiction to 2019's participants.

Why Historical Context Matters

Understanding the 2019 baseline helps appreciate current advancements. The average utility-scale solar PPA
price then hovered around $35/MWh - today's figures regularly dip below $20/MWh. Storage duration
capabilities have similarly leaped from 4-hour systems to 12-hour iron-air batteries demonstrated at RE+
2024.

For those planning to attend future events, the 2025 RE+ in Las Vegas promises hands-on workshops about
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navigating the Inflation Reduction Act's tax credit labyrinth - a regulatory landscape that didn't exist in 2019's
playbook. Early bird registrations already show 40% growth in international delegations, particularly from
emerging solar markets in Southeast Asia and Africa.
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